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The 7th Annual National Youth Poetry Slam Festival

April 14-18, 2004 Los Angeles, CA
Festival Description

In April of 2004, a generation of young artists, educators, poets, and mentors will converge on Los Angeles to participate in the spectacular, internationally renowned National Youth Poetry Slam Festival. Brave New Voices gathers, educates and showcases talented, dedicated and courageous young writers from across the country. Now in its 7th year, Brave New Voices creates a forum and community among an ever-growing number of youth who are returning to literature and reinvesting in education through the power of the spoken word. Building bridges across radically diverse ethnic, racial and socio-economic lines, The National Youth Poetry Slam Festival is for a generation of young people speaking for themselves; a generation documenting their days in journals, reciting struggles and successes on open microphones, teenagers transcending traditional stereotypes by speaking their truths and listening to the truths of others.

Brave New Voices includes youth open mics, an adult reading that features professional poets and performers, (inter)-national community building and networking, panel discussions, workshops lead by professional writers and educators, and The National Youth Poetry Slam. A Poetry Slam is an Olympic-style poetry competition where poets compete on teams in rounds with scores awarded by five judges. The National Youth Poetry Slam Festival uses The Poetry Slam as a tool to bring together the top young poets from around the country to share their work with their peers and a larger audience. Run like an athletic tournament there are team “try-outs,” strategies implemented during the Slam and an adult “coach” who mentors the young writers.

Participants
Across the country teenagers participate in poetry slams organized by teachers, schools, local poets, community organizers and youth workers.  Although the slam is a competitive event, where participants and organizers pour in hours and days of effort and dedication, competition is de-emphasized and commitment to craft and growth in the writer and person are encouraged.  From these local slams, 4-6 of the top poets (13-19 years old) will be selected to represent their city at Brave New Voices

More than 200 young poets will participate in this year’s event, held in Los Angeles. We also will involve 500-1000 students from throughout Southern California in the weekend festival.  In 2004, we have made accommodations for 32 total teams, including 4 from throughout Southern California. This means there are 28 slots for teams from around the country. We will do our best to accommodate all who register, but if there are more than 28 teams, we will work out a formula so as to best accommodate geographical diversity.

The Slam

Rules for the slam will be sent in a separate document, along with other materials, upon confirmation of your registration.

Registration Fees
There will be a modest fee of $150 per team for this year’s festival, which will be used to pay for local transportation within Los Angeles for all of the teams. We will charter buses to take all of the teams to and from the necessary venues.

Preliminary Event Schedule 

Brave New Voices consists of a number of events and workshops that highlight, and educate, an entire generation of local and national young writers. As the schedule is fleshed out, updates will be sent.

Wednesday, April 14

Introductory open mic. Upon arriving in Los Angeles, all of the team poets and their adult partners get a chance to meet and greet in the best way we know – through an open mic performance.

Thursday, April 15

Workshops and Panel Discussions

Semi-finals National Youth Poetry Slam

During the day, the young poets have a chance to dive more fully into the art form, and get to know each other as writers. At night, we get into the semi-finals of the Poetry Slam. Each team gets two bouts to perform in.

Friday, April 16

Workshops and Panel Discussions and other Programs

Bridging the Beat

Friday, we have more workshops, panel discussions, open mics and other programs that allow the young poets to interact with professional writers, local youth from Los Angeles, and each other. That night, we settle into for a powerful lineup of local poets and performers who will model for the teenagers what possibilities they can reach in their craft.

Saturday, April 17

Coaches & Organizers Brunch and Planning Meeting, 10am

Los Angeles Tour

Grand Slam Finals, The National Youth Poetry Slam

The culminating event of the weekend will provide an opportunity to showcase some of the most talented young writers in America in a one thousand-seat theater. After taking in the city on a tour facilitated and directed by Los Angeles youth, we highlight the top teen poets in the country. Meanwhile, the organizers have gotten together and begun planning for next year.

Sunday April 28

Good-bye Brunch

After some food and good-bye hugs, it’s off to the different corners of the US. For Los Angeles, there is a whole new audience, structure and energy to build long-lasting youth poetry programs.
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OFFICIAL REGISTRATION FORM

Deadline for the 1st round of registration is January 25, 2004

One representative from each team must fill out the enclosed and return to:

James Kass, c/o Youth Speaks. 2169 Folsom St. S-100, San Francisco, CA 94110. 

Fax # is 415.255.9065

Email- bnv@youthspeaks.org 

Please fill our all of the following completely. Call or email if you have any questions.

Name of Lead Adult Representative/Organization:  







City or Geographic Area Your Group Represents:







Contact Information for Lead Adult

Address:












City, State Zip












Phone:






Email: 






Is this your first year at BNV  y / n 
If no, what was your first year?




Upon receipt of the registration materials, you will be sent an information packet, which will include permission slips and updated schedule, contact, and hospitality arrangements, as well as a team roster and contact information sheet.
Are you interested in applying for a travel stipend?  y / n

We strongly encourage local fundraising and getting your community behind the young poets.  Stipends will be based on demonstrated need of the group’s inability to travel to Brave New Voices without this funding, and will be made in amounts depending on your ability to raise local funds. Maximum amount for stipend will be $1,000.  Once in Los Angeles, your lodging and most food will be taken care of.  

If you wish to apply for a travel stipend, please write a short description of the group and why the stipend is needed.  This will be confidential and read by the organizers only. Stipends are not guaranteed, and will be distributed based on the number of requests received
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WORKSHOP APPLICATION

Deadline is February 1st for workshops.

If you are someone from your group is interested in conducting a workshop during the Brave New Voices weekend, please fill out the following and return no later than February 1st, 2003.   Return all workshop materials to:

James Kass, c/o Youth Speaks. 2169 Folsom St. S-100, San Francisco, CA 94110. 

Fax # is 415.255.9065

Email: bnv@youthspeaks.org 

Workshop Leader(s) Name(s): 






Address:












City, State Zip












Phone:






Email: 






Please provide a brief workshop description in the space below, as well as your experience in leading poetry and creative writing workshops with your intended audience.  
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